
Sudhakar 1 

 

Sharanya Sudhakar 

Prof. Nathan Cole 

English 2010 

5 August 2014 

Course Reflection 

 Course objectives primarily involved writing in multiple genres, appropriately 

adapting strategies and writing style for any given writing situation. It also involves 

researching critically, rhetorically and appropriately. The three genres I had picked were 

profile, evaluation and proposal.  

Profiling was writing about something or someone with the primary aim of giving 

information. In my case I was writing about Asperger’s Syndrome and a little boy, 

Pranav. I picked this topic because my son is Pranav and I wanted to showcase his 

syndrome, his difficulties and his triumphs. In this genre, research was simple. Being the 

parent I had already done my research to understand this syndrome and my son. I focused 

on information that will help me validate my writing. I had to adapt my writing style to 

the third person instead of the first. I decided to add an anecdote to add meaning and not 

make it a mundane piece of information. This also helped in connecting the information 

to an actual person.  

Second was evaluation. In this genre, I decided to evaluate the movie musical genre 

with the film Frozen in mind. I primarily did this to break pattern. I had already written 

what I wanted to write about Asperger’s in the first assignment. Keeping the same topic 

felt like I was obsessed with it. So I chose to evaluate something I liked, an animated 

film, with a twist. I decided to evaluate it in light of the genre it represented, as a movie 
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musical. To evaluate the genre, I had to get a lot of information on what was said about 

the film and the genre. My research involved finding sources with credibility and valid 

information. My writing style got stuck a lot in this genre. I struggled to write what I was 

thinking. I found it immensely difficult to pull my thoughts together in a cohesive 

manner.  

Comparatively, the third genre type, proposal, was a cinch. I simply just wrote from 

my heart. It was a proposal paper and I wrote about parenting a kid with Asperger’s 

syndrome. True, I went back to the same topic I didn’t want to obsess with. But this time 

I had a message and I didn’t want to miss the opportunity of delivering it. My message 

was simple. I love Pranav simply because he is mine and whole heartedly for who he is 

and not for what he represents. I wanted all parents with kids with Asperger’s to see the 

child and not the label when it came to parenting or loving them. It was easy to translate 

to paper what I felt or had inferred from experience. My research involved points that 

will validate my own experiences and give credence to what I was writing. I also used the 

randomized approach because for me sticking to one topic is impossible.  

Citing sources was difficult in the second genre type. I found myself paraphrasing all 

the information collected from the different sources, which failed to translate credibility 

because I simple did not know where to cite sources. I was able to rectify this by better 

framing my sentences and adding sources appropriately. I chose all three of my 

assignments as primarily writing assignments. I had a block when asked to express in 

multimedia format. The two I was well versed in where websites and posters. And I 

couldn’t see myself creating anything in either of those that would translate my idea to 

the appropriate genre. Hence I made the decision to write.  
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Peer review suggestions were one good thing I looked forward to as it gave the third 

perspective. My evaluation rough draft didn’t pass muster, it was a dreadful job on what I 

was debating about. It lacked cohesiveness and flow of idea. Peer review helped me 

isolate the problem and rectify it. For the third, I was lamenting on what multimedia I 

should add for the assignment. My peer reviewer, Mariana helped me with that too. She 

suggested a brochure format. That gave me a “eureka” moment. New ideas started 

popping immediately. Alas! It was a writing assignment but I did incorporate an image I 

edited and put together as a translation of my idea. 

I didn’t make a lot of changes to my first assignment, profile. I simply added an 

image, and made changes to better express my ideas in two places only. The first was 

when I cited a source without giving background information. The second was when I 

added a conclusion based on my assessments and failed to add a source. I rectified the 

first by giving more information, for the second I simply stated the ideas where from me. 

My second, evaluation, went through a lot of changes. I paraphrased better and cited 

sources. I added examples to unexplained lines, gave reasons for coming to a specific 

conclusion. In short, my changes involved better flow of thought and appropriate use of 

word choice to present ideas in a simple and understandable way. For the third 

assignment, I decided to add a multimedia element. Therefore, I created a video to go 

with my assignment. After my grade can teacher edit marks came through I had to add 

qualifying ideas to statements I had made. I also found sources to add credibility to my 

ideas. In short the few things I believe I have to look for in writing were, appropriate use 

or sources and paraphrasing, lengthen ideas with appropriate examples to add more 
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meaning and adding a well thought out thesis statement. The last of which (thesis 

statement), I am still not sure I have managed adequately. 

For my final portfolio, adding multimedia, I wanted to integrate the final assignment. 

I wished to incorporate the brochure idea my reviewer had suggested. So I decided to do 

poster/ad on my proposal. I found an image of kids playing online. So I labeled all of the 

kids “N” for normal and grouped them together. Then, I labels one kid “AS” and set him 

apart from the group. And I added a tagline saying “Parent the Kid not the label”. This 

imparts two messages. The first message is to not separate the kids because of a label. 

The second message is to not treat them any different from a normal kid. Because, I 

believe, the label is the only difference between them. I added another poster to my 

proposal to make it my multimedia addition. To this poster I summarized the points I had 

and added three simple images with my title. I wanted to add a video, but lack of 

resources put me off the idea. 

It was a good semester everything considered. The only thing I missed was the 

personal interaction. I did learn one other thing. I like classroom settings much better.  


